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chance this bill pa,sees you want it in the least worst possible
form that it could be. But I really think that the bill is not
meritorious. I do n't think there are the votes in this body to
pass it right now, maybe there are, maybe there are not, b ut I
think that is where the real...

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute

SENATOR NcFARLAND: ...debate should take place. It should take
place on the un derlying concept, the entire philosophy of the
bill and we shouldn't spend a l ot of time q uibbling about
amendments, something that could have been done off the floor of
the Legislature, something that s hould have been done in the
committee before it was advanced out...or before it was taken to
the fl oo r . T hank yo u .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Ashford, on the motion to bracket.

SENATOR ASHFORD: Just briefly again, Nr. Speaker and members.
I just wou ld ta ke....I have some pr oblems with S enator
NcFarland's characterization of quibbling over the language. I
think that what in fact that we' ve done is made an honest effort
to make some good changes in the...and good faith changes in the
language to make it more spe cific to accomplish some of the
problems or to get at some of the problems that have been raised
by Senator Hall, and quite frankly to make a better bill in good
faith. So I don't think, loo.cing at this honestly and d ealing
with it ho nestly, it's quibbling. And specifically on the
motion to bracket, this is what we call in the legal profession
an Oklahoma offer, yo u know sort of the idea that here is our
deal an d i f you g o al o n g w i t h i t , i f you go a l ong wi t h t h i s ,
we' l l go a l ong wi t h t he bi l l , and t he n a l l of a sudd en , w e l l ,
that is not quite good enough, let's bracket the bill. And I
just think that rea lly is no t dealing in good faith with a
matter that is of such great importance. I think Senator Landis
is absolutely correct, and that is th a t the principle, the
p rincipl e of t hi s bi l l has b e e n c l e a r l y d e l i n e a t ed . There may
be some additional changes in the language later on, bu t the
p rinc i p l e of t he b i l l has be e n d e l i n e a t e d . I t h i n k t h a t i t i s
time to vote up or down on it. It do esn' t serve....It serves
absolutely no legitimate purpose to bracket this bill at this
point at all, because there are peop'e on both si des o f the
issue dealing with i t on an on-going basis, and there are two
other opportunities for t his b ody t o lo o k at changes or
amendments. So I just think that i s i n a sense somewhat
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